A clinico-bacteriological profile of leprosy in children.
Clinico-bacteriological profile of 106 leprosy patients below 15 years of age was studied. Majority of the patients were males and fell in the 10-15 years age group (p less than 0.01). Nearly 89% had not received any prior treatment because of financial constraints. Seventy per cent gave a positive history of contact with adult patients who were mainly of the lepromatous variety (p less than 0.01). Skin lesions were present in 103 cases, mainly on the exposed areas and their number was found to increase significantly with advancing age (p less than 0.01). These lesions were hypopigmented patches in 71% of the children and erythematous in the rest. Cutaneous sensations were affected in most of the patients while nerve thickening was observed in 45. Positivity of the skin smears increased significantly as the number of skin lesions per patient increased (p less than 0.05). With advancing age, the disease moved from the tuberculoid end of the spectrum towards the lepromatous end (p less than 0.01).